Celtic Learning

Galway and Dublin, Ireland, July 2009
Course Outline: English ENG4U
Prerequisite: Grade 11 Academic English
Semester: Summer Program
Credit Value: One
 

Course Description: 
This course emphasizes the consolidation of literacy, communication, and critical and creative thinking skills.  Students will analyze a range of literary texts from various periods with an emphasis on Anglo-Irish literature, culture and history. Students will interpret and evaluate informational texts and create oral, written and media texts in a variety of forms. An important focus will be the development of student awareness of literary theory through deconstructing fiction and non-fiction texts, and understanding academic language and using it coherently in discussion and argument. This course is intended to prepare students for university, college, and the workplace. 
 

Units:         
    
1.  Non-Fiction / Essays:  Journalistic texts and Jonathon Swift essay. (To be provided.)
2.  Drama: Riders to the Sea by John Millington Synge. (To be provided.) 
3.  Short Stories: The Dubliners by James Joyce. 
4.  Poetry: A selection of Irish poetry. (To be provided.)
5.  Media: Film criticism. (Film to be decided.)
6.  Independent Study: A compare and contrast essay of a selected novel and a literary  

     text studied in the course. 
 

Required Texts: 
1.  James Joyce, The Dubliners (Penguin Edition)                
2.  ISU novel choice. (Only one selected and assigned in May, subject to teacher 

     approval.) 
          a. The Picture of Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde
          b. A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man by James Joyce
          c. A Star Called Henry by Roddy Doyle
          d. Angela’s Ashes by Frank McCourt         

          e. Long Long Way by Sebastian Barry

          f.  Away by Jane Urquhart

          g. The Luck of Ginger Coffee by Brian Moore
 

Assignments:  
1. Irish Voices:  Each student will be assigned (in May) a literary or historical figure 

    to research and give a five minute presentation on when classes begin. 
2. You are required to keep a journal of your Irish experience.
Evaluation:    
Term Work     70%                                            Culminating Performance Task(s)     30%

Knowledge and Understanding                         ISU                 15%            

Thinking and Inquiry                                          Exam              15%

Communication                                
Application                             
 

ISU Work:   
You will be given some class time to work on your ISU.  However, the selected novel should be read beforehand to ensure a workable timeframe to complete the ISU assignment.
  
ISU Steps:     
1.  Submit source books, topic proposal. (Dates to be provided.)
2.  Complete book group discussions. 
3.  Submit outline and rough draft.
4.  Submit final essay. 
5.  ISU oral presentation.
 

Policies and Procedures:  
           
1 .Students are responsible for maintaining a neat and up-to-date notebook. 
2.  All classes and trips are mandatory.
3. A positive contribution to both class discussions and group activities will enhance 
    learning. 
4. Plagiarized assignments are unacceptable. A student that has plagiarized work
    will receive a zero for that assignment.
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

 

 

